study fields resulting into a new coherent whole [15] . This methodology allows us to integrate different kinds of sources, regardless of whether they are peer reviewed or grey literature, and to add 
143
These sources were derived from the reference lists of studies used in the first phase and sources
144
provided by experts and alerts. From the 138 identified documents, we ultimately included 25 peer- 
152

Prevalence of SV in migrants, applicants for international protection and refugees
153
Research shows that in comparison to the general population, refugees and applicants for 154 international protection are more vulnerable to be exposed to SV [2, [20] [21] [22] . However, compared to 155 the attention given to SV in the general population, research on SV in MAR is extremely scarce.
156
Several reasons could be prompted to explain the lack of research on the topic in this specific population. We will first discuss the prevalence of SV victimization and perpetration in MAR in
158
Europe. The findings regarding both victimization and perpetration will be presented together when 159 they stem from the same studies. 160 3.1.1 European prevalence of SV in MAR As we will discuss later, estimating the prevalence of SV in MAR goes hand in hand with several 162 challenges. The combination of these challenges has led to the identification of only five studies on 163 SV in MAR in Europe matching our predetermined inclusion criteria and may be the primary reason
164
for the scarcity of data on prevalence, consequences and mediating factors of SV in this population.
165
A tendency to recycle the same studies in different literature reviews is therefore not unusual.
166
One such frequently cited paper concerns a community-based participatory study by 
193
when asking about who the assailants were. In 74% of the cases, the assailant turned out to be a man,
194
in 21% the gender was not specified and only in 8% of the cases in involved a woman [24] . However,
195
it should be noted here that the findings may be an underestimation since many of the respondents 196 in the study indicated that they did not want to disclose or were hesitant to disclose personal SV 
202
In the same period, the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) [ 
244
Men were not included in this study [22] .
245
We will shortly discuss some non-European studies on CRSV to illustrate these specific SV 
263
The challenges in conducting research on MAR were approached and analysed in this study 264 from a socio-ecological perspective [16, 17] in which four interlinked levels play a key role. We started 265 by looking at the issues identified on a societal and public policy level and continue with a narrower 266 organisational and community level, followed by challenges at interpersonal level. We will finish this 267 analysis with a discussion of barriers in conducting research at individual level. 
284
Undocumented migrants also remain excluded from these studies since they are not represented in 
338
From the point of view of the research participant, factors related to disclosing sensitive 339 information about oneself can be considered as a perceived or real threat to personal safety (cf. supra). 
407
Estimates of trafficking for sexual exploitation are difficult to ascertain for a number of reasons.
408
One of the complexities is the fact that the boundaries of trafficking and exploitation are often hard 
414
Organization (ILO) showed that an estimated 22% of people in forced labour were sexually exploited.
415
The organization also estimated that two-third of all the revenues from forced labour globally were 416 the result of a form of forced sex work, amounting to around US$99 billion or €85 billion a year [51].
417
As we will discuss later, migrants are specifically at risk of ending up in forced labour and 
424
In those cases where male sex workers were mentioned, they seemed to be considered less as 425 less severely victimized. In contrast to female sex workers, they were assigned much more agency.
426
Further, in studies on male victimization the focus was more on the danger of HIV infection rather 
462
In combination with the diversity of SV in conflict areas, making statements about the general 463 prevalence of CRSV is again not possible to date. In addition, apart from problems with defining SV 464 from an relational and societal perspective, the terms "rape", "sexual assault", "sexual abuse" and 
534
When doing research on sensitive issues as experiences of SV, it is important to take into 535 consideration that the study participants may experience unintended negative consequences as a 536 result of their participation. Consequently, it may be useful to provide some follow-up if possible to 537 ensure that they do not have come to harm as a result of the study [68] [69] [70] .
538
Developing a clean research design for research in MAR is quite the challenge. A balancing 539 exercise between ethical considerations and academic standards will be key, but worth it. 
549
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